
February

March

21st East Africa Support meeting 6pm
25th Alpha course starts 6.30pm
28th Jteam meeting 5.30pm

4th Alpha course 6.30pm
5th Women’s world day of prayer
7th Dedication of Isabelle Boniface
10th Churches Together prayer meting 2-3pm UR Church
14th Church Family Day
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s Sunday 21 February

Sunday 28 February

10.00am Morning Service
7pm Evening Service

10.00am Morning Service
7pm Evening service

Family News

Office Tel: 821891
email: office@opengate.org.uk

Web Site: www.opengate.org.uk

Treasure Box Nursery Tel: 868823
Pastor: Missionary Pastor:

Administrator:

Language School Tel: 863739

Graham Banks Marcelo Guimarães
Julie Passmore

21.02.10 -28.02.10

There is a loop fitted in the
Church. If you are using a hearing
aid please switch it to T and sit
away from the white lines on
the floor. If you would like a large-print

If you would like an electronic version of the newsheet please email
the office at office@opengate.org.uk

The Big Church Day Out is a two day worship festival, organised by
one of the members of Delirious, at Wiston House, Steyning on
Sunday May 30th and Monday May 31st.

We have bought a limited number of tickets, available on a first come
first serve basis. If you would like a ticket please complete and return
the form below to the church office.Transport will be arranged for
people who need it and the cost will depend on numbers. If you
indicate on the form that you would like transport we will obtain
costs and you will be contacted before transport is booked. If you are
taking your own car and would be willing to give people a lift please
indicate below. More information can be found on the website
http://www.bigchurchdayout.co.uk

------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like .......... (no of tickets) for the BigChurchDay Out on May
30th/31st (delete as appropriate)

and enclose my payment of ......................... at £13.00  per ticket for
Sunday 30th and £16 per ticket for Monday 31st

Write names below indicating any who are under 4 (under 4s are free
but still need a ticket)

Name...............................................

Name...............................................

Name...............................................

Name...............................................

Name...............................................

Name...............................................

I would like transport / I will provide my own transport

I am able to give transport to ............ (number of ) people

Gift Day At the AGM in February we agreed a budget for the
coming year that included revenue expenditure. However, we
recognised that there were many capital expenditure items that we
needed as well.We will be holding a Gift Day on April 25th for these
items. More details will follow but please start praying about this
now.

CHOG will be selling cakes on Sunday 21st February to
support the Children's Summer Camps held each year in Romania.

Sarah Drakes supported these for several years and about 200
usually attend each year.The money will be taken out by the team
going out at the end of February and will be used for children's
bibles and teaching material.
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Alpha
There will be a new Alpha course starting at the
Church, with a meal, on Thursday 25th February at
6.30pm. If you know someone who is interested in
exploring the Christian faith then bring them along
for a time of fellowship with other people who are
also wanting to find out more.There will be prayer

meetings for Alpha during the week. Please pray for the courses
even if you can’t attend the prayer meeting.

Women’s weekend away 11th - 13th
June
Once again we will be holding the weekend
at St Rhadagund’s on the Isle of Wight.This
year we will be looking at the life of Peter
“Who had to get out of the boat to walk on
water” If you would like more information

speak to Julie Passmore or Sue White or pick up a leafelt from the
welcome desk.

Congratulations to Peter and Louise Randall on the birth
of Jack, a brother for Jamie and Ben, on Thursday 11th
February

Pray for Sarah Drakes as she continues to study at
Moorlands College. If you would like to be part of a
group that meet to pray for her speak to Jo Parnell.

Jo Parnell would like to thank everyone who was
involved in helping her celebrate her "Three ScoreYears
and Ten" in such a happy and memorable way. She says
“The "Burkina Box" yielded over £400.This is so
amazing! I am sending it now to Burkina Faso to await
my hoped arrival there at the end of the year. It will then
be used on a needy project: a teaching seminar, printing
teaching books or even towards a church roof.Thank
you for your support and generosity.”

Pray for Jon Lex, Rick West,
Peter Lambert and Grog
Heaton who will be in Romania
over the weekend of 26th - 28th
February

Thanks to all those who
supported or helped with theYouthworx-East Africa
Pancake Day Fundraiser on Shrove Tuesday.We raised
around £90 for the work ofYEA and had a lot of fun too.

Women’s World Day of prayer - Friday 5th March.A
service at 3pm at The Hub and at 7.30pm at St Mary
Magdalene Church, South Bersted

Church Library As the library is no longer
used effectively we have reluctantly decided to
stop maintaining it. If there are any books in the
library that you would like then please help
yourself to them.Any books left at the end of
February will be given away.

If you would like to give a home to the bookshelves then speak to
Julie or Graham

Welcome!
“The LORD is my light and my salvation—
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
of whom shall I be afraid?“Psalm 27:1
Whatever our circumstances, if we allow
the Lord to be the light of our lives, he
will be our strength because the light
always shines through the darkness. So,
as we come before him in worship, allow
him to strengthen you in his gracious
presence by fully focusing on him.

TheVicar of Baghdad, the Reverend
Canon Andrew White, will be speaking
at St Mary’s church in Felpham on
Tuesday 9th March at 7.30pm. Coffee
and biscuits will be served after the talk.
The church can accommodate 300

people and seats will be available on a first come first serve basis. If
you would like to go please contact the church secretary on 826886.
More information about his work can be found on www.frrme.org
the website of The Foundation and Relief and Reconciliation in the
Middle East.

YOB Camp (Youth of Bognor) is a cross
church venture.This year there will be 2 camps
for children aged 8 - 13 on the Isle of Wight.
The first one will take place from

The camps provide an opportunity to spend
time with friends and make new ones too.YOB camp is a safe place
to learn about God and ask some of those big questions of life. Each
camp will be a week of  packed activities including white water
kayaking, flamingo park trip, swimming, archery, basketball, volleyball,
football, rugby, low ropes course, 9 hole pitch & putt, music, dance,
creative arts & crafts, and of course, theYOB giant bouncy assault
course.
Cost: £200 inclusive of accommodation, hovercraft, food,
and activities (excluding transport to and from hovercraft
terminal at Portsmouth).A bursary scheme exists for those unable
to afford the full cost of the week.
For more details contact Kevin & Alison Finniear on 01243 860580
or Phil & Suzy Portway on 01243 863439
email us at info@yobcamp.co.uk or visit our website:
www.yobcamp.co.uk

Tuesday 17th
August – Sunday 22nd August and the second
from Sunday 22nd August – Friday 27th August.

Church Family Day has now been taking place, in its present
format, for just over a year and we would like your thoughts about
the positives and negatives of the day. Verbal feedback is always
welcome but written feedback can be remembered for a little longer!
If you are able to drop Julie an email or drop a note through the
door, to include some thoughts on whether you like it or not and
why, it would help the leadership as we review the day.Thoughts
about how the meal works, the seminars and their contents, whether
you see family day as a positive thing, if your children like it, the
timings etc would be great.

The seminar topics for the March family day are;
Mission in Romania - Feedback from Rick West, Peter Lambert, Grog
Heaton and Jon Lex on their recent mission to Romania.What was it
like ?.......Was the mission effective going for 3 days ?.......Why do it?

Prayer, scud missile or smart bomb? : Carole Harmer
We need to see more prayers answered. Do you come away from
your prayer time positively saying “Something was really
accomplished”?You feel that prayer has been answered and wait
expectantly for what was prayed to become reality. Or do you come
away indifferent, feeling nothing may change. Come and join us for a
practical time of learning how to stay focused in prayer. Learn the
difference between scud missile and smart bomb prayers

Spiritual Gifts: Defrosting your spiritual assets - Julie Passmore
Paul tells us not to be ignorant about spiritual gifts. A challenge for
each of us to recognise, develop and use our spiritual gifts effectively
as we acknowledge that we all have different kinds of gifts, there are
different ways to serve, and there are different workings.There’s not
just one gift that fits all believers. If we are to be an effective church
we all need to take our rightful position and release others into their
rightful position.

Incarnation: God With Us - Jamie Fredricks

“The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
Incarnation considers how divinity and humanity combine, with
eternal consequences for our understanding of both.This has
profound relevance for our lives, our understanding of God and
ourselves, and the communication of Jesus' way to our world.


