
Dear Friends                                                                                              August 2010 
 
A long time ago The Preacher said, ‘Those who wait for perfect weather will never 
plant seeds; those who look at every cloud will never harvest crops.’ So come wind 
come weather, we sow the precious seed in hope that the Lord will water it and cause 
it to spring up into everlasting life. This is pretty much how we look at the work of the 
English school, where we have a mix of students from various backgrounds and walks 
of life. 
 
Some classes are sheer plod while others are special, when there’s a buzz about things 
and good communication between students and teacher. Ruth’s intermediate class 
which graduated earlier this year was one of that kind, all the more because some 
students had been studying with her for a long time, even from Elementary level. 
We’d like to ask you to pray for some of them, specially a student whom we’ve 
mentioned in earlier letters, Pai Kiry, third from left. He’s a Khmer-Vietnamese high 
school teacher with an enquiring mind. On Ruth’s immediate left are Moly and 

Raksmey, both teachers who’ve been long-
term students.  Teachers are a key profession 
as they have a lot of influence and respect in 
Asian society, so men and women in this 
profession who come to the Lord can have far-
reaching effects for the Kingdom. Then to 
Ruth’s right is Panyaa, an accountant from a 
Khmer-Chinese family who has frequently 
attended Ruth’s Bible class, as have two 

sisters Khiv and Funn on the far right of the photo, who are also Chinese-speaking. 
Beside them is Mrs Leakhanak who’s in education. Please pray for the truth they’ve 
heard and studied to become alive and real to them. And please remember the other 
classes and Ywam teachers –Sopheak, Samnang and Bopha – who also regularly 
teach their students the word of God and have opportunities to share the Great News 
about Jesus with them. 
 
In the meantime, what William Wordsworth called the ‘still, sad music of humanity’ 
continues to ebb and flow through the Ywam office where we do a lot of our work. 
…A young woman sits in a chair, head in hands, sobbing her heart out because she’s 
got Aids, and the husband who brought it home has abandoned her…. 
….Another family come into the office in tears and in shock, bruised and battered 
after a fatal car accident the night before, when they were bringing a sick family 
member to hospital in a hired pick-up truck and it ran into the back of an unlit truck 
carrying illegal timber…. The poor know that they can come knocking at Ywam’s 
door for help. The church is good at giving too; money doesn’t stay long in the Poor 
Fund account.. 

This little girl is Srey Mom, always full of smiles 
and lively chatter, orphaned from Aids and 
suffering from it herself. She loves to read the 
illustrated Children’s Bible that we keep in the 
office. She was living with distant family in a 
village on the opposite bank of the Mekong, but is 
now being properly cared for as an adopted 
daughter of Thavy (also in the photo) one of the 
Ywam staff who ministers to Aids patients.  



 
There was a cry for help from a destitute family recently when the head of the family 
needed a blood transfusion, and the office staff (all Khmer) had a whip-round to raise 
the money for a few pints from the hospital blood bank for him. Such is their love and 
care for their own people. ‘Such love streams from the Father’s heart to us, and in that 
heart is a fount of love and pity for all mankind’. (Richard Sibbes) 
 
Thank you for your prayers for the church, God is answering and working His 
purposes out. There are times when the Holy Spirit draws very near with the 
refreshing dews of Jesus’ holy Presence. The outreaches continue in the neighbouring 
districts, and the Lord has blessed the men and women and young people who’ve 
gone out to share the gospel. A group of young people recently went down the 
Mekong to the island of Koh Salay (the outreach village in Siembok) and helped the 
villagers plant rice, fetch firewood and did numerous other jobs, and through their 
love had a great opportunity to share the Word of Life. Please pray for the new 
believers there and also those in the village of Ban Mae, Sesan district. 
The group in Thala Boriwat no longer meets, but some believers come regularly to 
Stung Treng to worship. Sali, the leader of that group has a serious problem which has 
only just come to light, but explains why the blessing has gone from his life. Please 
pray for him too, for real repentance and a new start on the narrow way.  
 
We’d be glad of your prayers for our particular involvement in church life at the 
moment: Ruth with the oversight of the children’s work, especially as half the team 
(nine young people) have just finished High School and will mostly be going to 
Phnom Penh for further education. Please pray for the right replacements. She’s also 
advising the Pre-school team, which is another form of outreach from the church. 
 
I’ve been kept busy with teaching the outreach team twice a month, and preaching 
every other week, while the leading elder Sokun takes a break from church 
responsibilities. Please pray he’ll be refreshed and revived during this time of rest, 
and that Som, the other leading elder will continue to be strengthened as he bears the 
extra load. He’s a dear man who’s giving his all for the flock of God, while carrying a 
disability that confines him to a wheelchair. 
 
I’d also value your prayers for a special visit to friends in a neighbouring country 
next month, and for Ruth while I’m away. Key dates are 9th-21st. 
 
Ruth had a visit back to the family in July, arriving in time for the birth of Reuben, 
Tim and Helen’s second son. She was able to travel around for special times with the 
family, and was very glad to be in Devon for mum’s 75th birthday celebration. She 
also found time for a quick visit to the church family in Worthing. In the meantime I 
carried on with teaching here, but one weekend was able to travel up through Laos 
and on into Thailand to visit friends in Nong Born who’ve been going through testing 
times; thankfully recent news has been  encouraging, but please continue to pray for 
Kamsorn and Fiona with the ‘little flock’ there.  
 
Thank you dear friends for all your prayers, love and very kind support that helps us 
serve the Lord here. ‘We (all together) are labourers together with Him’ 
All our love 
Peter and Ruth 


