A Called People

Ephesians 4

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says: 
"When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Talk about Calling rather than Gifts

· Modesty / Reticence

· We rely on God: Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through him who gives me strength. “

Illustration... the Want and the Deep Desire

· Coffee Lovers – Consider the most elaborate coffee from Costa / Starbucks

· A man scorched in the desert... Coffee or clear water

· Masterchef lovers... Banquet of nouvelle cuisine

· A man adrift for 3 months in an open boat... elaborate banquet or wholesome bread.

Calling works at the level of deepest desire

· It may even be the opposite of what you would normally 'want' and 'like'

· It satisfies despite cost, pain and discomfort

Calling is for:

· Maturity – we need to grow, to move from milk to meat. Have you been standing still?

· Our Joy

· Unity. However gifted we are, we stand together. A body. We need each other.

5 Ministries... Not the whole story –  but they cover a wide area

Where does your character lie... in what directions are you orientated... what resonates with you at the deep level. You may be more than one

Explorers -  Telescope - Direction: Forward

· Adventurers, Pioneers, Entrepreneurs, Trail Blazers...  Apostles.

· One who is sent: Sent from the centre to the edges, from the comfortable to the uncomfortable. 

· Move on, what's next? The New Thing...

· You enjoy pushing the boundaries. You've usually got some exciting plan in mind, or an eye on some promising developments. (Get bored quickly?) 

· The church needs you to keep it looking forwards. You need the church to remain grounded, loved and supported through your adventures and eccentricities....

Artists / Activists – Kite - Direction: Upwards

· Visionaries & Visualisers, Creatives & Illuminators, Poets & Protesters... Prophets.

· NOT fortune tellers... In the Hebrew tradition: Speakers of truth. Truth seers.

· Often sensing, feeling, intuitive types. Maybe emotional, introverted, intense. 

· Feel truth and justice deeply; fired by principle and authenticity. 

· May have Sympathy and understanding for the power of symbolism and signs. 

· Deep desire to communicate what God is saying.  The church needs you to call us to look metaphorically upwards, what is God saying to us now. You need church to keep you surrounded with community, to give accountability for what you are saying, to keep you real... not too intense!

Gardeners - Watering Can - Direction: Outwards

· Broadcasters, Preachers, Opportunists, Friendly Irritants, Fishermen,… Evangelists. 

· You know God is doing something – there are green shoots around that need living water

· To bring good news and be good news. 

· Maybe you find church difficult and being around Christians boring! Much happier out with non-Church types, down the pub, chatting with folks in the supermarket queue... 

· Church needs you to keep us looking outwards, stop us becoming a holy club, keep us focussed on the mission of serving the world. You need church to encourage you, to stop you being isolated... disconnected.

Carers – Stethoscope - Direction: Inwards

· People-People, Shepherds, Encouragers, Guides... Pastors

· Your first thought about a decision will be how it effects people. You feel people's pain intensely, their joy & excitement too. 

· You are a good listener, you love hearing about peoples lives. You respond to people when they tell personal stories as opposed to principles and theories...  you can be sceptical about church projects / visions / mechanics that seem to squash people in the process. 

· The church needs carers to help us look inwards – not in an introverted way – but to keep an eye on the health and development of everyone in our midst... to keep an ear on our heartbeat. You need church to support you, keep you moving  – you can get bogged down sometimes...

Communicators – Spade - Direction: Downwards

· Systematisers, Illustrators, Story-Tellers, Composers... Teachers

· You love bullet points! Consolidating huge amounts of information into bite size chunks for others, finding fresh insights into well worn material. You want to communicate what God has given you to other people.

· Able to balance and wrestle with 2 sides of the argument. Even as I say this... 

· The church needs you to help us look downwards to the foundations – to make sure we are building on sound footings and staying connected to the exciting, life-giving revelation of God. You need church to keep you grounded in reality – not in ideas 'out there', but in what is happening in people's lives here and now. 

Lord, you call us to be story-tellers:

planting your explosive news into our defended lives;

locating us in the script of your human history.

You call us to be trailblazers:

living in your future that we receive only as gift;

subverting the fixed, fated world of low horizons.

You call us to be weavers:

tracing, stretching, connecting the knotted threads;

gathering up unravelling, disconnected lives.

You call us to be fools –

for Christ’s sake: bearing life’s absurdities and incongruities;

puncturing our seriousness and grandiosity.

You call us to be hosts:

welcomers of the sacred, intimate, transfiguring;

lavish celebrants of our communities and homecomings.

You call us to be poets:

artists and illuminators of inner space;

naming, invoking, heralding your ineffable presence.

You call us to be gardeners:

sowers, cultivators, nurturers of fragile lives;

benefactors of your gratuitous harvest.

You call us to be conductors

celebrating polyphony, coaxing symphony;

orchestrating the praise of your inhabited creation;

Lord, you lavish gifts on all whom you call.

Strengthen and sustain us and all ministers of your church,

that in the range and diversity of our vocation,

we may be catalysts of your kingdom in the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Roger Spiller (1944– )

